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SPOKEN SPANISH

1.1 BASIC SENTENCES. Useful phrases.

ENGLISH SPELLING

Good morning.

Good morning, sir.

Good afternoon, ma®am.

Good evening, miss.

how
are (to be)

you

How are you?

(I) am (to be)

well
thanks

and

Pm fine, thanks. How are you?

UNO

AID TO LISTENING

rd ]
bwenozdiist

bwénézdléslséqyéri
bwen;stardés[séqyéréi

’

bwén;znochéslséqybritél

kémbl
ést;' $ ést;’r {

usted 4
kémgestagstéd'l

éstoyd &stari
byen+
gragyast

X

&stbybyen |grégyas |30stedt

SPANISH SPELLING

Buenos dias.

Buenos dias, seiior.

Buenas tardes, sefiora.

Buenas noches, sefiorita.

como
esta (estar)

usted

éCémo ests usted?

estoy (estar)
bien
gracias

y

Estoy bien, gracias, ;y usted?

UNIT 1
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UNIT 1

very

Very well, thanks.
hello, hi
what such

(1)

Hi! How goes it?

(it) goes (to go)

to you (it) goes
How are you getting along?
Fine, thanks.

with

the permission

Excuse me. &)
no, not
Certainly.

excuse (to excuse)

@3)

Excuse me.

m&yl
mﬁybyénlgrégyésl
olad
ke—t414
015} kets&ld
bat 1l
1e-bal
komoleb&t
by;nlgrégyésl
kcni
él—pérm;sél
kémp&rm1564
ncl
komon64
diSp;nsé$ diSpénséii

dispénsémél

SPOKEN SPANISH

muy
Muy bien, gracias
hola
qué tal
jHola! ;Qué tal?

va (ir)

le va
¢Cémo le va?
Bien, gracias.

con

el permiso
Con permiso.
no
C8mo no.
dispense (dispensar)

Dispénseme
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it (I) regret (to regret, to feel)

much, lots, too much

I’'m very sorry.

That’s okay.

many (f.pl.) (4)

Thanks a lot.

of, from

nothing

You’re welcome.

there is, there are (there to be)

Don’t give it a thought. (5)

(I) want (to want)
to present

to present to you

lé~syént6¢ séntird

muchd +
lésyéntémﬁchb 4
ést;byénl

m&chésl
machézgré§yésl

det

nadal
dénad3 ¢

éYl aberd
ngéydéké#

kyérél kérer
préséntar ¢

préséntarléd

lo siento (sentir)

mucho

Lo siento mucho.

Est4 bien.

muchas

Muchas gracias.

de

nada

De nada.

hay (haber)

No hay de qué.

quiero (querer)
presentar

presentarle

UNIT 1
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to
the (m. sg.)

to the

I'd like to present Mr. Molina
to you.

the (f.sg.)

I’d like to present Mrs. Molina
to you.

the pleasure

Glad to meet you.

equally (equal)

Same here, thanks.

enchanted (to enchant)

to meet, get acquainted, to know

to meet you (f.)

1.4

2l

€1l

a4
ky;r;lprésént;rlg|éls§qy6rm61;n&¢

1a4

kyéréIprésént;rlgléléséqy6rédémél;né¢

&1—gustd
mﬁchég&stél

igw;lméntél 1gw§14
1gw;1ménté|gré§yésl

énként;dél.enkéntdbi
kéndgert
kbnéqérlél

SPOKEN SPANISH

a
el

al

Quiero presentarle al sefior
Molina.

la

Quiero presentarle a la sefiora

de Molina,

el gusto

Mucho gusto.

igualmente (igual)

Igualmente, gracias.

encantado (encantar)
conocer

conocerla

CUATRO



SPOKEN SPANISH UNIT 1

Delighted to meet you. (6) énkantado ldékbnéqerléi Encantado de conocerla.
to meet you (m.) kénbgérlbl conocerlo
4 L4 4
Glad to meet you. (6) méchdgusto Idékénbgerlél Mucho gusto de conocerlo.
Goodbye. 4ayo's J Adibs.
until astad hasta
.
tomorrow méqyané $ mafiana
’
See you tomorrow. éstémér)yané J Hasta mafana.
then, later lwz;gél luego
4
So long. 4stilwegd 4 Hasta luego.

1.10 Notes on the basic sentences

(1) /6la 1 kétal 4 / iHola! ¢Qué tal? is a greeting generally used with a person whom you already know: more than casually,

and who occupies a status approximately equivalent to yours.

’
(2) /kompermiso 4 / Con permiso is used to excuse yourself when, for example, you are on an elevator and need to squeeze
between other people who are in front of you in order to get out; or, when you want to excuse yourself from a group you are talking

with. It is not ordinarily interchangeable with /d1spénseme / dispénseme.

CINCO 1.5



UNIT 1 SPOKEN SPANISH

3) /dispénseme v/ dispénseme is used as apology for a minor breach of etiquette, to interrupt a conversation to ask about some-

thing, etc.

(4) Note that /mﬁchasl/ muchas ‘many’ is simply the feminine plural of a word /m\fchol/ mucho ‘much’ that you also met
in the phrase /mdGchog(s tol/ mucho gusto. The /—s/ is the plural part, while the /—a/ before the /—s/

is the feminine marker.

G / n95Yd ekél/ No kay de qué is used when the other person thanks you for some smaill favor you have done for him; it is about
the same as /denddal/ De nada.

(6) /enkant&do ’ dekonosérlal/ Encantado de conocerla is regularly used only when you are introduced to a woman (if you
are a man). If you are a woman, a different form is used and you should not learn this sentence to use yourself. /m\fchogﬁsto '

dekonogérlol/ Mucho gusto de conocerlo is what you say (if you are a man) to another man, or else just the short form
/mUChOgliStOl/Mucho gusto. In Spain, instead of /—l0/ yousay /—le/.

1.2 DRILLS ON PRONUNCIATION
1.21 Vowel contrasts in weak-stressed syllables

In learning the basic'sentences in the first section of this unit, you should have been repeatedly corrected for your pronunciation of the

underlined vowels in such phrases as these:

’
1. bwénézdl_é_sl —5— —3—
2. sgqyc;'rl , ——

3. bwénéstard_’e_sl —4— ——
4. sdnpyoral e —4

1.6 SEIS
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,
5, bwéné_znoch_é_s { —3— ——
6. grégygs\l —&—

7. dispensémal -4~ - -
8. mﬁchézgréwé_sl —&— —5—
9i prgsgnt;rlg { —— —e— -2

10. mdlingl —— -

11. Astiminyana ¢ e

12. éstélwégg X —&— -5

It is perfectly normal for you to have trouble with these vowels, because, as the dots over them indicate, they are all under weak stress

in positions where such vowels do not occur under weak stress in English.

While it is normal to make these mistakes at first, they constitute a very serious error which must be corrected early in your efforts to
form Spanish habits of pronunciation. The following lists are for the purpose of helping you to master these vowels under weak stress. They
are arranged in pairs of words such that the only difference between the members of each pair is in the pronunciation of one weak-stressed

vowel: such a pair of words is called a minimally contrasting pair.

Practice repeating these after your instructor until you can make the contrast easily, just as he does, and insist that he continue

practicing them with you until they do come easily.

SIETE 1.7



UNIT 1

i,21.1 Exercises on minimal vowel contrasts under weak stress

1.8

/a/ and /e/ in contrast under weak stress

seed } sedd palond
sépg { sépé { fgﬁéll
létg il létg { tégy;rl
mésgsi més§8¢ pép;tél
bocha 4 bochd 4 dadité d
tinté 1 tintél ésk&pgl
ch;nchél ch;nchél §6két§_l
korth § korté 4 3lumbra 4
sébrgsl sébrgﬁl frén§és§sl
basar } basar 4 kantoras 4
manar } ménar birretd 4
méch&hl méchéhi séqyé:ésl
tgchét i téphérl pésté:ési
téchéhl téphéhl mé;k;dé \)
pﬁné’ll p_é_n;’l } épigz;‘r i
téhéh } téhéhl pértﬁgésgsl

SPUKEN SPANISH

pgléhl
fatal 4
tggy;kl
pép;tél
dadits
ésk&pél
§6kétg1
él&mbré.l
fréngésésl
ként;ngsl
birrété \
séqyézésl
pésté:ésl
mé;kédé !
épég;r {
pértﬁgéséﬁl
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NUEVE

/a/ and /i/ in contrast under weak stress

lé‘ba’l’r i
paton |
né,d;’r i
mét;'d !
charlar
p_éng;’ni
pés;ndé !

/a/ and /o/ in

;rg }
tig !
gér_é_lr
pésg_l
p;sé_ i
mr:\l_g_ i
més_é_-l
m;s_é_i
bél_a_ i

1ibar §
pitéh {
nid;'r i
mitaa b
chirl;‘r !
pinsc;‘n }
pj._s;ndb {

panyal !
mgs;.té !
létéré X
salers ¢
paketd ¢
faharén ¢

mé(l)séd(;'r \

contrast under weak stress

;rg_ !
144

§;rg-l
p;sg_l
p;sgl
mald ¢
mésé_l
malls_Q i
bold 4

kuba }
koka }
k;rél
p;r_é_ll
ch;.n_gl
k;ntél
ma'mti.l

§8rr_é_~l

pinyal
mi_s;té i
litera }
silers ¢
p_i_k;té X
fiharén

ma()yidor

kubg ¢
kokdd
k;rg i
p;ngl
chinc_S_ !
k;ntg )
méntg i

gérrg $

UNIT 1
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1.10

1

s;nt;;\_ .
swégr_a’_ i
négr_é_ '
palms ¢
p;st_é_ {
trémp_é_ )
rrém_é_ N}
kébri $
nyét,é_ }
J’.ndyél
kalor

4
ésposa +

/a/ and

pahdr {
taron 4
sabidd ¢

pj_p;.té }

s;ntg {
swégr_b_ \
negrd |
pélmc_':, )
p;st_b_ '
tr;mpg X’
rr;m_?_)_ 1
kébré X
nyété_ X
;ndyé !

kSlor ¢

,
ésposd +

déréch_fq i
Qig;rr_?g }
mar1a |
§ép;t_é_ i
érm;n_é_‘l
mimt;sé {
péréh_é_ i
méré_i !
térnér_a i
§ér;s§ \
()yamaaa ¢
lakonika ¢

in contrast under weak stress

puhar {
taron {
subido ¢

pupita !

linerd
karakas |
barrita {

pargita |

SPOKEN SPANISH

dérechd ¢
§ig;rr_<'1 i
mgr;é X
sapatd §
érm;né_ !
mimésé ]
parehs }
mér;fp_ l
térne'r_é_ ]
sér;sé i
(Dyamads |

lakonikg ¢

linerd !}
karakas }
bg_rr;té i

purgita |

DIEZ
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ONCE

malaso {
kanaita |
lanaita {

malita |

/e/ and /i/

pﬁﬁw
péiéhl
pélond
télon
rrém;i !

’
mésera {

/e/ and /Jo/

pasé {
tomé
fumé

bing ¢

mg;;gé i
kgn;tél
lgn;tél
malits }

kdnyadd ¢
mé;gy;nbl
paliaegi

mitadort

in contrast under weak stress

pinar 4
pitéh \
pilon 4
tiloh |
rrim;rl

L) ‘ e
miserd+

pésédé {
périts 4
pés;dé !
péﬁérénl
méﬁbgéri
pény1td |

in contrast under weak stress

p;sg !
témé_l
fum 4

bang ¢

kinyads +
mﬁ;gy;né .
pglidégl
mitador ¢

pisads ¢
pi;;té {
pi§;dé X
pisérbnl
miﬁugérl
pinyitat

pepd ¢
t;rgl
kabd 4
bib +

UNIT 1
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1.12

lechd |
tr;h_é il
dehd |
tehs |
ky;ré }
péyné i
kobrd |
ka'mté i
Wyebs
m;ndé !
k;mbyé !
k;mpré i
pélard

méntoh +

/e/ and /u/
t _é_mc’fr i
légar |

léchar ¢

léché_ !
trahd |
dehd |
téhé-l
ky;ré !
p;yné )
kc;br'g !
kantd }
Wyebs }
m;ndé_ i
kamby$ 4
k;mprp'_ i
pél;‘rl ’

ménton 4

lésyc;’n {
mgs;.té .
bélita |
bataad
pés;dé ]
érm::té I
ggrr:'Lté !
kéntést_é_ {
térn;ré }
§grr3’.t6 {
kbmfarm_é_ i
ékl;ps_é_ }
tréb;hé !

prépdsigyohn ¢

an contrast under weak stress

tt_il_mc;'r {
ligatr ¢
lachar ¢

gérrar
léchéh {
fést;'h {

lé_sy;h \
mds 1td !
bdlits
batads }
pb_s;dé i
_érm::té {
ggrr;.té {
kéntéstg !
t_()_rn;ré }
sérr;té !
k6mf6rm§_ i
éklipsé_ i
trhb;hé i

prgpbsigyé‘h {

ggrr;'r l
l_tlchc:h !
fgst;.h i

SPOKEN SPANISH
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séksyéh A
pépsy&h X!
mésité X!
18116 4
§§;k;dél
térkito }

/1/ and
timé !
£igoh ¢
lisér¢
m;;éi \
miﬁyéh i
triyk;r {
mi(yar ¢

/1/ and /Jfu/

ligar }

miron +

/o/

sgkgyéh 4
pﬁnsyéh ‘
mgsitél
1011t6 ¢
surk ;dé )

turkitd 4

pénsadé |
ténders |
péchers
p_é;']i'hé .
rréﬁlnéi

’
anélar !

in contrast under weak stress

tgmé {
£3goh 4
lgséil
méréri
mégyéhl
trégkéi {

mé(yar +

miraaa |
pik;tél
pis;dél
tir;téi
ih1td 4

im;té 1]

tintisimo ¢

in contrast under weak stress

lugar ¢

maron }

’
mirar {

pinyon 4

p_gngéﬁé .
tﬁpdéré {
p}:x_chéré !
pg;;tél

rrgt;nél

énglérl

mé;édél
pok1td 4
pbsada
tg:ité i
shitd |
Smité |

téntisimé |

2
murar ¢

panyon {

UNIT 1
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bil)yar 4
pin§éh {
pintar |
ﬁisy&hi
finh;rl
misitél
im;té 4
milita ¢
lipéséi
tinéré }
filera |
§i;k;t6l

bg_(l.)s;"r {
pgn§&h {
pgptér }
fasyoh |
fggh;r \)
misita
im1td |
mgl;té
lgpésé

tineré

— b= -

’
fulerd

surkito 4

4
minaita ¢

chincherd 4

’
nidosd 4

O

pidyend

4
rrimita

i

}
mi;;hés !
pint;dé \)
X

4
rrikaita

/o/ and /u/ 1in contrast under weak stress

tgp;' i
bokal ¢
dlaté
trénkar 4
16n1ta }

tipe ¢
bikal ¢
glété i
trgnkér {

linata {

pléméré !
mgﬁité l
rrgkité {

mgn;té }
chgnchéré {
nggésé }
pgdyéndé !
rrgmité |
mg;;hési
pgpt;dél
rrgkité \
birlaacr
pgr;té !

4
lunarés+

gm;tb \

min1ta ¢
plgméré i
mg§1té i

rrukita {

SPOKEN SPANISH
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sdtanal sutanai métilé&l mgﬁiléil
poéritéd puritdd ékgséri ékgsérl

1.21.2 Discussion of minimal vowel contrasts under weak stress

English speakers of course also distinguish words in this same minimal way - pit, pet, pat, pot, puit, put, for example-but.only rarely
under weak stress. That is,English has similar differences only in syllables that are noticeably louder than any of the Spanish syllables

you have been practicing. The underlined vowels in the following English words are all the same vowel sound in actual speech, no matter

how they are spelled.

president precedent bottom plot'em warden pardon

They would rot be the same in Spanish.

By careful repetition of these Spanish words after a native speaker, and by observing closely the point of difference between each pair,

you can begin to hear and, having heard, to imitate differences of a type and frequency that are quite strange to an English speaker’s way of

talking.

In learning the basic sentences you were probably also corrected for placing too much stress on some syllables, too little stress on
others. There are only two levels of stress in Spanish (English has four, as we will discover). These two levels are indicated in the ‘Aids

to Listening’ by an acute accent / ’/over the vowels that have louder stress and a dot /*/ over the vowels that have. softer stress. We will

call these STRONG STRESS and WEAK STRESS.



UNIT 1 SPOKEN SPANISH

1.22 The stress system in Spanish

There are two things that are important about stress. One is to get the two stresses placed on the right syllables. The other is to make

each of them the right strength. Let us examine these two aspects one at a time.
The foliowing pairs of words differ only in the placement of stress, and, as you can see, the difference in meaning that results is considerable.

1.22.1 Exercises on minimal stress contrasts

1. estal 'this' sstarl ‘18’

2. 1nglésl ‘groins’ inglésl 'Englaish’

3. pésél '‘monetary unat’ péséﬂ ‘he weighed’

4, p;rnbl ‘bolt® pérn&l 'a kind of waine!
5. p;kél ‘peak’ pikéi 'he stung’

6. baldal "bucket!* baldet 'I crappled®

7. librdd *book* librol ‘he freed®

8. aral 'altar' arat *he wall do®

9. ébrél ‘open' ébréﬁ *there will be'

1.22.2 Discussion of minimal stress contrasts

In short, you can be rather drastically misundegstood if you fail to place the stresses correctly when you speak. This, of course,is alsc frue in
English, but not so obviously true in view of the greater complexity of the English stress system. We have in English also a fair number of items

which can have the stresses arranged in more than one way:

addréss! or addressi Caribbeén! or Céribbéénl
116 DIECISEIS
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Chiléénl or Chiledn} New Orléidns! or Néw Orleadns!

Since we do not have as many nice neat minimal pairs in English as there are in Spanish ( Like /ésta —/esté/) s we may at

first be deceived into thinking that Spanish uses stress in a way that English does not, but this is not true.

The other important thing to learn in drilling on stress is to stress syllables with the right amount of force or strength. It is at this point

that the four stresses of English interfere with the two stresses of Spanish. Let us first learn what the four stresses of English are. Listen to

yourself say this phrase:

elevator — operator.

Which syllable is loudest? el— in €levator. Let us indicate this by writing an acute accent over the &3

élevator — operator.

Which syllable is next loudest? op— in operator. We’ll write it with a circumflex accent

élevator — ®perator.

Then we can hear that = vat — and —rat— are about equally loud, but softer than OP—, so we will write a grave accent:

élevdtor — §Gperdtor

DIECISIETE 1.17
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The syllables that are left over are the weakest, so we write:

818vitSr — Op¥éritdr

In doing this we have marked four levels of 'stress, which we can label:

primary — el— secondary — Op-—
tertiary — vat— rat— weak - & or & or

This represents a great many different levels of stress, but every Eaglish speaker (native) uses all four quite regularly and unconsciously

every time he makes an utterance.

Now, how do these four English stresses affect your-Spanish? If we remember that Spanish only has TWO stresses, then it seems likely that
you will get your FOUR mixed up with these two, with the resultthat you will put too much stress on some syllables, not enough on others. The

correspondence between the English stresses and those of Spanish is roughly this:

Englash Spanash
Pramar /’
Y / } Strong /’/
Secandary /+/
Weak /°/

Tertiary /%/
Weak />/ }

1.18 NIECIOCHO
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Let us look back now at the basic sentences and see if any of the difficulties you had with them can be traced to this difference
between the two languages.

RIGHT

1. kompérmisd!

2. dispensémél

3. préséntarlél

4, léséqyoradémolinél

5. igwalménté!l

6. énkantadol

7. astamapyanal

spent practicing these, therefore, will be very well spent.

1.22.3  Exercises on contrasting stress patterns

rréhél
muchs
t;ntbl
;stél

dondéd

DIECINUEVE

M
komdd
g&stbl
bwendd
Iwegdl

’
frasési

YOUR PROBABLE ERROR

kdmpérmis bt

dispensémd!

préséntarlél

l3sénydraddmdlinal

igwalmenté!

énkantadd!

4
8stamanyanal
Now because we consider this a very important point indeed, and because it is a point which is rarely drilled elsewhere, we have put
together the following long list, arranged according to the number of syllables and placement of stress. Until you can say these using only
the two stresses that are marked instead of the four of English you cannot expect to go on and learn complex utterances successfully. Time

4

=4

sstal
kalor!
éstéyl
séqyé&i

’
rragond

kolord
as tedd
édyéél
kértéél

fimard

1.19
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1.20

f&mé l
béqyé i
téngé X}

éqyb .

;bré i
b1sé }
taksi i
gélé )

taras } gérkél

_:;.'_.l,

rr;pidb i
lastima
fosford |
syéntésé i
déhémé {
unikd }
barbars
médiké i
@yérkélés \
sabaas

§;ntimb i

_°...’..;.l

tréb;hé \
saluads |
méqyéné XS
séqyéré 1
difigil \
mélésté
éskaché
bénténé

/
minutds

= A= = -

tiketds
§ént;bbs i

pésérl
sbrir |
dégér ‘
§yﬁdéa !

£abor |
pérdéh !
biste
témbyé’n i

sérdrr serrar ¢

el

trabahar 4
6ré§yéhl

&nténder
éspéqyéli
awtdbus +
sstasyon ¢
kdragon ¢
sélﬁdér 4
rrégﬁléi \’
kénbgé& i
pérégw;y }

SPOKEN SPANISH
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sanwiché |
ultimé

proksimé {

2ol
d1gaméls |
prestdsdlsd |
témésélb i
traygamdld |
beasdld ¢
kwéntémélé X}
danddmals
byenddsald 4
kémbyémélb +
sakéséls +
mwebasals
subamélas
komaséld 4
buskama1s +

bdletds 4
sébémbs i
mgég;dél

2l
telefons 4
simp;tikb !
désidésé \
mégp;fikb X’
michisimé
prépésitb X
fanatiks |
pérdénémé }
altimétrs ¢
fig&résé +
smerika ¥
milesimé
tantisimd ¢

bwénisimé {

dragway ¢
salbidor +
kéntéstar 4

2 led
télégr;mé !
inmédy;té \
déspéd;dés .
absslutsd |
s&fisyénté !
préséntarls ¢
séqybr;té l
kénésyéndé 4
saélants 4
démasy;dé \
pandrams
ménégr;mé i3
énténdidd 4
kbmfﬁnd]’.db i

s
trabahard |
késwélidéﬁ i
libéréqyéh }
sbiliada }
kémonikard
forrokarrsl ¢
méntélidé& }
agrikaltor ¢
éntbnégyéhl
énkéntrérél
kéminaré .
émérigé& i}
imindger ¢
fé§ilitér$

UNIT 1

1.21



idéntifikagyont
natoraligagyond
rréképitﬁlé§yéhi
kapitaligagyon

igw;lmentél

4 rd
tswalmentéd

1.22

dékdéntaminagyond

rréspoénsabilidad!

rréspétabilidadi

irrégGlaridad!

dktwalmentél
kdrdyalmentéd

UNIT 1
e le s A I N )
kbnbgyéndbsél préséntagyonési
agérkanddséd amérikandd
préﬁybs;simél 1labdratoryd!
présént;ndélél kébmbérsagyonési
primérisimbl kdnsérbatoryd!
énkodéntranddlal kamiséridl
KA R N I | .
hénéralisagyonid éspégyaligagyond jnstitigydnilidadd

imprésydénabilidadi
konstitlgyodnalidaal
supérnaturalidadi

déskapitaligagyond

hénéralmentéd

litéralmentéd

SPOKEN SPANISH

éntérybrid;&l
péstérybridéal
kristéligéqyahl
kémtnikagyont
nagyénalidaat

arguméntagyon+

déznatiraligasyont
impérsénéli§é§yéhl
égrikﬁltﬁri§é§yéhl
amérikanigagyond

sUpéraliméntigyond

matéryalmentéd

élséqyérkértérl

VEINTIDOS
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sényorkartér! sényorkastrdil élséqyérkastrél éspégy;lmentél
déktorkampdsi isihgél inmdralmenta} élkblérnegrél
kdlorberdd! Ay abyenéd! imférmalmentdd élsényorbargis!

1.22.4 Discussion of contrasting stress patterns
You probably noticed, in listening to and imitating these items, that they seem to be pronounced faster than English words of similar
length. Actually they are not, but there is a big difference in rhythm which makes it seem that they are. This difference in rhythm can be

indicated something like this, using longer lines to indicate longer syllables and shorter lines to indicate shorter syllables:

English Speaker

Where do you think it’ll be found?

Spanish Speaker

Where do you think it will be found?

Thus the Spanish way is to make every syllable almost equally long, giving a machine+gun effect, whereas the English way is to make

the louder syllables longer. The two languages divide up their time differently.

1.23  The intonation system of Spanish

Up to this point we have discussed two errors you were corrected for in learning the basic sentences: UNSTRESSED VOWELS and
SYLLABLE STRESS. The third problem which occurs from the very beginning and will be with you to mar your Spanish for a very long time
is INTONATION: the rise and fall of the pitch of the voice. We have indicated this by placing our accent marks at three different heights

over the vowel:

Low pitch: directly over the vowel /4 6 /

VEINTITRES 1.23
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Middle pitch: one space above the vowel /a o/
High pitch: two spaces above the vowel /a o/
All three in sequence look like this: /& é a/ /& é a/

These are analogous to steps in a musical scale: q:i:t

In addition to these various levels of pitch, there may be a slight rise /1 / or a slight fall /4 / after the last pitch, or it may remain

level / '/ .

Now let us return to the basic sentences and see what you were corrected on.

RIGHT YOUR PROBABLE ERROR

1. bw;n;zd}és]séqyér } bwén;zd%;slséqyér 1)

2. bwén;st§rdéslséqy6ré i bw;n;st§rdés|5éqyéréf

3. bwén;znochés]séqyérité 1] bw;n;zngchés]séqyérff; )
4, k;mgést;qstéd } kémqéstaystéd i

5. mﬁyby;n]gré§yés ] mﬁyby;nlgrégyés )

6. kémélébél kémélébé {

7. ksm;né X kéméné {

1.24 VEINTIGUATRO
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8. mﬁch;zgrésyésl
9. dénaaa }
1o0. ng;ydéké 1
11. igwélméntélg:égyésl
12. édyc;’s }
13. éstéméqy;né }

14. astalwegd

UNIT 1
m&ch;zgrasyés {
densas 1
ng;yd;ké 1

igwalm;ntélg;ésyés )
;dyo§ t

astamanyana 1

’

astalwego t

It will be evident to you that all of the mistaken patterns of the right-hand column above are attributable to some very common pattern

that such utterances have in English. A few of the common non-Spanish interference patterns that English sets up are these:

’

1. GoBd morninngill t

rd

2. Fane | thanks 1

’

3. How are ydu ¢
’

A N .
4. How are you ¢

VEINTICINCO

’

A L]
5. Good bye %

A

’
6. Good bye t

4

7. Mgny thanks 4

1.26
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The only way to get these (and other) English patterns out of your way in talking Spanish is by the correct repetition of Spanish patterns

so often that they automatically replace the English ones when they are supposed to. The following exercise is directed toward that end.

1,23.1 Exercises on contrasting intonation patterns

1.26

1.
2.
3.
4.
Se
6.
T
8.
9.
io.
11.
12.
13.

15.

bengak | Group 1
kl;rékésii All of a *fallaing*' pattern
sonlastrés {

Oyegaenabyon ¢

nolokrés | \

némgimpértéi

by;n;méqyéné-l
Gbégém;riéi
ékfsébéylé }
kémgésté }
d;ndéstél
komolebs |
kyéné(s) sén
kélépésé {
kwando(ly g4
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16.
17.
i8.
19.
20.
21.

22.

8.
9.

lo.

kwantokwésta +
kékémémés +
dédondesén
péré&éndébén {

’ .

pérkesefwé
pdrkwantotyémpd {
dkwantgestdmés

’ o ’

Yaseba
kyérék;fé )
binékénﬁstéd?
kémyérénuéf
tyéng&ni;pig t
sébakonmigo 1

LA ) L4

légﬁstomarlé 1
lésegldyaryé t

tyenenptro
lépésoléleché t

UNIT 1

Group 2

All of a 'rising' pattern

A

1.27
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’ . . 4

11. trahosukarro ?

12, légustasutrabaho 1

1. gragyas|sényéri Group 3
2. miybyen|gragyas 4 All ending in a low level pattern
3. si|sényéra {

4, nélséqyérité i

.

5. ngéylbmbré { —j:>31

6 béngélmérié il
Te nélmﬁchézgrégyés i
8 nbbyénglént6n§és 1]
9. silpépé !
10. nélmémé !
11. édyéslséqyérés !

12, &astamanyana|sénpybrés {

1.28 VEINTIOCHO
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